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Jesus or Christ? 
—On the Way with Jesus, in Jerusalem: Week 9— 

Mark 12:35–37 (ESV) 
 

 

I.  ________________ of ______________ 

35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said,  

 

“How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of 

David?  
 

 

II.  _________________________________ 

36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared,  

  “‘The Lord said to my Lord,  

  “Sit at my right hand,  

until I put your enemies under your feet.”’  

37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?”  

And the great throng heard him gladly. 

 

 

The Bottom Line 
 

**____________________ as the ___________  

 

_______________ and _______________.** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Century Messianic Understanding of Psalm 110:1  
Speaker: David himself  

Recipient: The coming king, the messiah 
  

“‘The LORD (Yahweh) said to my Lord (the coming Messiah),  

  “Sit at my right hand,  

until I put your enemies under your feet.”’  
 

Result: David introduces a statement by God to the coming 

messiah, and in this introduction David calls the coming messiah 

“my Lord.”  

 

 

Comments on Jesus’ Use of Psalm 110:1 

The quotation in v.36 is from Psalm 110, the most frequently quoted 

OT text in the NT. The point, which hinges on a twist in wording, may 

escape us without further explanation. The crux is the first line, “‘The 

LORD said to my Lord….’” Psalm 110 was originally a coronation hymn 

that would have been sung, chanted, or recited at the inauguration of the 

kings of Judah and Israel. The opening line in Hebrew reads “‘The LORD 

(Yahweh) declared to my lord (adonai).’” The first Lord refers to God 

and the second to the king; that is, at his coronation the king of Israel was 

inducted as God’s viceregent and seated symbolically at God’s right 

hand. The right hand signified honor and closeness to God, and 

legitimacy to rule with dominion and justice. The Psalm thus originally 

referred to God and the king of Israel. With the destruction of the 

monarchy in 586 B.C., Psalm 110 was reappropriated, with the rights of 

the king frequently being transferred to the Messiah, whose kingdom 

would not fail as had the Davidic monarchy. It was this subsequent 

interpretation that is reflected in Jesus’ quotation of Ps 110:1 and 

question in v. 36, where the first Lord refers to God and the second to the 

Messiah. A comparison of the two interpretations of the Psalm may 

arouse suspicion or skepticism in us today that the interpretation assumed 

by Jesus is less valid than its original sense, or even bogus. It surely 

cannot have seemed so to Jesus. It is more probably that in his day the 

true and ultimate meaning of Psalm 110 was understood with reference 

to God and the Messiah, of whom the earthly Israelite monarchy had 

been a shadow or preparation. Thus, to return to the implication of the 

Psalm in Jesus’ question, if David, who was believed to be the author of 

the Psalm, said, “‘the LORD [=God= said to my Lord [=Messiah]: Sit at 

my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet,’” then the 

Messiah is obviously superior to David, and not merely a descendant, as 

Judaism popularly held (James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to 

Mark, 376-77).  


